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1.

25X17

It was generally accepted in the USSR that the organs of the MGB were (1945-1948)

Communist Party orgsns. The fact that MGEB orgens were "Party orgens
through and through" wes emphesized at sll meetings and conferences of

MGB personnel. The Central Committee of the Party had a special subsection
in cherge of MGR personnel, which confirmed all nominstions for executive
posltions in the MGRB. :

One officiel of this subsection visited the Counterintelligence Ilirectorate
(UKR) of the Group of Soviet Occupation Forces in Germsny (GSOV) in 1948 to
check the knowledge of the History of the VKP (b) of UKR personnel, and to
check the behavlior of UKR personnel. As e consequence of thie visit, for
example,| ~ |Senior Investigator of the UKR, had hurriedly to
legalize his merriage because he was afraid that otherwise he might get
into trouble. The subsection investigator did not interfere at sll with
operational activities. At the UKR level, Party orgens did not interfere
with MGB work, but were given the right to control the studies of UKR Party
menbers in the Party schools and to test thelr knowledge.

The highest Party orgen in the GSOV in Germeny was the Party Commission
attached to the Political Directorate of the Group. A member of the Party
Cormission was, as & rulé, the Secretary of the Party Bureau of the UKR
(at one time ILieutenant Colonel Malgin). He could alweys exert Iinfluence

25X1.

on the work of the Party Commission, since he was an authoritative representative

of &n MGR orgen which was feared by everyone. The Secretary of the Party
Bureau of the UKR was exsmpted from work in the UKR. Malgin, for instance;
was one of the Deputy Chiefs of the Third Section of the UKR before being

elected Secretary of the Party Bureau, but then became only a Party official.

The Secretary of the Party Buresu of the UKR was the most influentisl member
of the UKR, after the Chief and the Deputy Chief; snd in actuallty was
the Deputy Chief of the UKR for political matters (the political commissar).
All new appolntments or promotions were coordinated with the Secretary of
the Party Bureau.
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The Party Bureau was a specific and quite original Soviet orgen. It could
suggest that the Party meeting expel from the Party an operational officer

who had "gone wrong", which meant dismissal from the organs of the MGB. The
Bureau could suggest to the meeting the imposition of Party penalties upon
any Party member (censure, severe censure) which entaslled & negative rating
and a demotion in the service. The Party Bureau could summon any Party
nmember of the UKR to appear at its meetings, criticize his work, then present
the case to the general meeting for discussion of his conduct. Buch discussion
could deal with the privete family life of the member or with his professional
activity. Suggestions made by the Party Bureau for discussion at & general
meeting of the behavior of any Party member of the MGB as a rule were adopted
wilthout obJectlon by the participants of the meeting. If the Party Bureau
(which was & Politburo in miniature) suggested imposing censure upon & member,
the suggestion was adopted "unenimously”. _
Secretarlies of Party orgenizations of the operational gections of the UKR

were not exempt from thelr professional MGB duties. Thelr assignment was

to organlze monthly Party meetlings of thelr sections and to dlstribute so-
called Party assignments to members of the Party organization. The Party
meetings of a section were a vital necessity for the "education™ of Communists,
a necesslty which could be compared to that of a stimulant for a dylng person.
This was because the majority of Communists forgot their "high Party mission"
and became functionaries or so-called "business-minded workers" (delymga)

who, because of their MGUB activity, forgot their Communist "religion™.

At the Party meetings in MGB orgenizations, the members were constantly terrorized
by the Section Chief, by the Secretary of the Party organization, snd by a few

..gpportunists, and were reminded that they must study Party history, pay member-

‘ship dues, and have no contacts wlth the Germen population.

The Secretary of the Party orgenization of each MGB Section was in charge of

the orgenization. This, however, did not prevent him from teking part in MGB
work, since Party activity dld not occupy much of his time. His sole responsi-
bllity consisted of carrylng out various directives of the Secretary of the
Party Bureau of the UKR. Orders and assignments were transmitted by the Section
Secretery to the Section members, who hed to execute them unquestioningly.

The higher UKR officials were beyond the reach of the Party Bureau, since the
majJority of them were "elected" as its members. Moreover, without the agree-
ment of the Chlef of the UKR, the Secretary of the Party Bureau would never
criticize the work of & section chief or of any other executive. Section
chiefs were, as & rule, "elected" as members of the Party Bureau. Thus,all
the "lesding comredes" were simultaneously members of the policy-making end
executive orgens of the Party. The plurality of functions, professlonal and
Party, had no effect on operational work, since Party affairs in the UKR were
reduced to & mere formellty and,even though a Party meeting was organized
once & month, 1t tock very little time to prepare for it. The advantage of
such a plurality of functions to an operationsl officer of the UKR was that

it gave hlm some guarantee that he would not become an easy victim of Perty
terror. Also the following lmportant statement would appear in his Party

and professionsl record: "Actively takes part in the 1ife of the Party organi-
zation; was elected Secretary of the Section's Party orgenization." For the
Personnel Bection, and for further advancement in the MGR hierarchy, such a
statement is a decisive factor.

SECRET

Approved For Release 2009/06/04 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004000080008-1



